The meaning of role strain.
Explicating the meaning of the concept of role strain is important in role theory formulation, an area requiring further development to provide explanations and predictions for both patient and provider roles. In this analysis, the use of the term role strain is traced from the structural-functionalist and symbolic-interactionist perspectives. Descriptive, stipulative, and connotative definitions of role strain are derived, and necessary and relevant properties are proposed. Antecedent and intervening conditions for role strain are outlined from the literature. Role strain manifestations and empirical referents are presented, and an initial step is taken toward a theoretical formulation by defining role strain within the context of role stress.